
First Sunday of Lent 
Year B, 18 February, 2024

Sunday Mass Times
Murgon

week day time

every Sunday 8.00am

Wondai
week day time

every Saturday 5.00pm

Proston
every Saturday 9.00am

Goomeri
week day time

every Sunday 
(except 5th 
Sunday)

6.00pm

Gayndah
week day time

every 1st, 3rd, 5th 10.30am
every 2nd, 4th 9.00am

Cherbourg
week day time

5 Sunday 4.30pm

Weekday Mass Times
12 noon, Wednesday, Gayndah
5.00pm, Wednesday, Wondai
9.00am, Thursday, Murgon
9.00am, Friday, Castra

Eucharistic Adoration for Peace
Wondai, 4.00pm to 5.00pm,  

every Wednesday,  
before Mass

El Shaddi Fellowship

Saint Joseph's Parish Hall, Murgon
Saturday, 24 February 2024, 11.00am

Today's readings
Genesis 9: 8-15; Saint Peter 3: 18-22; 
Mark 1: 12-15
Response:

Yours way, O Lord, are love and truth  
to those who keep your covenant.
Gospel Acclamation:
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless 
glory! No one lives on bread alone, but on every 
word that comes from the mouth of God . Praise 
to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!

The Mysterious 
Happiness of Ash 
Wednesday
The joy of Lent (and of the whole 
Christian life) is not the joy of 
possessing, but of letting go.

 A priest marks the symbol of the 
cross with ash on the foreheads of 
Catholic children.

“Well, the way up is down, so I guess 
it is appropriate to say ‘Happy Ash 
Wednesday.” 

Thomas Merton, in a meditation on 
Ash Wednesday, writes, “Even the 
darkest moments of the liturgy are 
filled with joy, and Ash Wednesday, 
the beginning of the Lenten fast, is 
a day of happiness, a Christian feast. 
It cannot be otherwise.” Even when 
we are reminded of our mortality by 
the smearing of ashes in the shape 
of a cross, an instrument of Roman 
torture and execution, there is 
confidence and joy.

We cannot go up to Truth Itself if 
we refuse to descend to the truth 
of our own lowliness. If we remain 
exalted, we will be humbled. If we 
humble ourselves, we will be exalted 
with Him (Matt 23:12; Lk 14:11). But 
without Christ the Redeemer, there is 
no possibility of an up.

This paradox is expressed by the 
mysterious declaration from the 

liturgy, “O happy fault that earned 
for us so great and glorious a 
redeemer.” This sentence is either 
utter foolishness or deep insight.  
It’s not about us, but about him. 
Fasting is not about misery, but about 
joy. Self-denial is not about physical 
pain, but about abundant love. 
Our sins are not, in the end, about 
our faults, but about our beautiful 
Saviour. Ashes are not about death, 
but about life. Merton writes:

"The cross of ashes, traced upon  
the forehead of each Christian,  
is not only a reminder of death but 
inevitably (though tacitly) a pledge  
of resurrection. The ashes of a 
Christian are no longer mere ashes.  
The body of a Christian is a temple of 
the Holy Ghost, and though it is fated 
to see death, it will return again to 
life in glory.

"What makes our Ash Wednesday 
and Lenten fast so joyful is the work 
of God, not any pleasure in the 
works themselves. Ash Wednesday 
is, mysteriously, a happy day only 
because there is a God whose love 
is even more mysteriously beyond 
our comprehension. The joy of Ash 
Wednesday, Lent, and the whole 
Christian life is not the joy of 
possessing, but of letting go. It is not 
the security of holding on to God, 
but of being held by God.

Matt D’Antuono NCR

Embracing the communities of 
Cherbourg, Goomeri, Murgon, 

Proston and Wondai

Unity � ��sity … �� one � �r�t   r��   Bapt�m!



Parish Directory,  
Saint Joseph’s Parish 

Administrator: Rev Fr John Fowles
Tel: Parish Office, 0428 471 848
Parish e-mail: murgon@bne.catholic.net.au

24 Angel Avenue, MURGON
PO Box 60 Murgon 4605

Parish website: 

murgon.brisbanecatholic.org.au

If you know anyone in need, 
please contact Lindsay Poilly 
President, Saint Vincent de 

Paul Conference, on  
0437 864 667 or 5459 5234

We  pray for those who are sick: 
Annette Duff; Renee Elliott; Glenda 
Geraghty; David & Trish McIntosh; 
Gregory Marrinan ; Bob Ricketts.

Saint Agatha was a young, 
consecrated virgin whose martyrdom 
in Sicily in AD 251 during the 
persecution of Decius has been 
authenticated by the Church. 

Agatha knew more than most about 
the experience of sex trafficking. She 
also had firsthand knowledge of the 
pain women experience who have 
their breasts removed surgically.

Agatha was born into a wealthy 
Sicilian family and consecrated her 
life to God at a young age. When a 
prominent senator sought both her 
hand and her estate, she refused.  
He had her arrested and threatened 
to expose her for violating the 
Emperor’s decree against Christianity. 
Agatha stood firm and the spurned 
governor committed her to the care 
of a woman who ran a brothel with 
her six prostitute daughters. 

It’s hard to imagine how Agatha 
could have resisted the constant 
attacks and temptations she must 
have faced in the brothel but she 
managed to maintain her chastity. 

Many of the young women, men 
and children who fall into the hands 
of human traffickers don’t have 
the grace or strength to resist their 
captors. Some are drugged and 
abused by cartels who force them 
into sex trafficking. 

Unlike some sex-trafficking victims, 
Agatha was eventually released 
from the brothel and brought 
again before the senator who after 
learning that she’d maintained her 

virtue in the brothel ordered that 
she be stretched on the rack. Her 
cheerfulness during the torture 
enraged him and he had his soldiers 
crush and cut off her breasts. 

At this torture, Agatha reproached 
the senator: “Cruel tyrant, do you not 
blush to torture this part of my body, 
you that nursed at the breasts of a 
woman yourself?”

Not moved, he sent Agatha back to 
the prison, denying her food and 
forbidding any salve for her wounds. 
In prison, she saw a vision of Saint 
Peter in prison who is said to have 
miraculously healed her breasts. 

Saint Peter probably won’t appear 
in a vision to heal all the women 
who, like Agatha, feel the loss of their 
body parts, but healing may happen 
in other ways. 

The removal of Agatha’s breasts 
didn’t end her suffering; she was later 
rolled over burning coals. 

According to one report she prayed 
while being carried back to prison: 

“Lord, my Creator, you have ever 
protected me from the cradle; you 
have taken me from the love of the 
world, and given me patience to 
suffer: receive now my soul.”

Without a doubt, Agatha 
understands what many in our 
modern culture suffer today. Almost 
two millennia after giving up her 
own life for Christ, she a friend to 
those experiencing pain and a great 
intercessor for all desiring to reach 
heaven. 

Saint Agatha, pray for us.  

Susan Klemond, freelance writer. 

Sebastiano del Piombo, 'Saint Agatha,' ca. 1540

We pray that those with a terminal 
illness, and their families, receive the 
necessary physical and spiritual care 
and accompaniment.

February 
2024
For the terminally ill.

Please take home a Project 
Compassion box or set of donation 
envelopes to support Caritas 
Australia this Lenten season and help 
support vulnerable people around 
the world, now and for all future 
generations.
Project Compassion 
2024 reminds us that 
the good that we do 
today will extend 
and impact the lives 
of generations to 
come. Together, we 
can help vulnerable 
communities face their challenges 
today and build a better tomorrow 
for all future generations.
caritas.org.au/project-compassion


